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1
HEAT EXCHANGER HEAT-UTILIZATION
DEVICE AND METHOD OF
MANUFACTURING THE SAME

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a heat exchanger heat-
utilization device configured including a chemical thermal
storage medium molded body molded from a chemical ther-
mal storage medium, and to a manufacturing method of the
same.

RELATED ART

A technique is known for obtaining quick lime that is
formed with plural pores from the surface towards the inside,
by heating crystalline limestone with a particle size in the
range of 0.3 mm to 4 mm in a range of from 850° C. to 1100°
C. for a specific duration, and afterwards heating the lime-
stone in a range of from 500° C. to 600° C. for a specific
duration (see, for example, Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open (JP-A) No. 1-225686). Furthermore, a technique is
known of packing capsules, containing particles of chemical
thermal storage medium occupying 10 to 60% by volume of
the internal space therein, into reaction vessel or reaction
tower (see, for example, JP-A No. 6-80395 and JP-A No.
6-80394). Furthermore, chemical heat storage refrigeration
equipment is known that includes an evaporator, having plu-
ral evaporating dishes provided with over-flow pipes, a refrig-
erant liquid reflux device, a condenser, and an absorbent
vessel, and connecting pipes for connecting these together
(see, for example, JP-A No. 7-332788).

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

When particles of quick lime, themselves formed with
pores, are used unmodified as a chemical thermal storage
medium, as described in JP-A No. 1-225686, a hydration
reaction and a dehydration reaction are repeatedly carried out
during operation. Therefore, the particles of chemical thermal
storage medium abrade against the other particles due to
repeated volumetric expansion and contraction, with this
leading to pulverization, and there is the problem that the
reactivity falls off as a heat storage system. In the configura-
tions of JP-A No. 6-80395 and JP-A No. 6-80394, due to the
increase in heat transfer resistance and complication of the
heat transfer path due to the use of capsules, there is the
problem that heat from exothermic reaction of the chemical
thermal storage medium cannot be extracted with good effi-
ciency, and furthermore, heat for the heat storage reaction
cannot be supplied with good efficiency. However, in the
configuration of JP-A No. 7-332788, whereas refrigerant
evaporation surface area can be secured in the evaporator by
employing plural evaporating dishes, the heat exchange sur-
face area with the heat exchange medium is small, with this
being the cause of inadequate heat transfer (limitation).

The present invention is made in consideration of the above
circumstances, and an objective thereof is to obtain a heat
exchanger heat-utilization device that can perform efficient
heat exchange (heat storage and heat dissipation) with a
chemical thermal storage medium, and a manufacturing
method of such a heat exchanger heat-utilization device.

Method of Solving the Problem

The heat exchanger heat-utilization device of a first aspect
of the present invention comprises: a chemical thermal stor-
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age medium molded body molded from particles of a chemi-
cal thermal storage medium, and formed with a flow channel
for supplying a reactant to within the chemical thermal stor-
age medium molded body or for discharging a reaction prod-
uct; and a heat exchanger structural body, including a thermal
storage medium containing portion in which the chemical
thermal storage medium molded body is accommodated, and
a heat exchange medium flow channel portion that is parti-
tioned from the thermal storage medium containing portion
inside by a partitioning body and the heat exchange medium
flow channel portion allows a heat exchange medium to flow
through, for heat exchange with the chemical thermal storage
medium molded body through the partitioning body.

According to the above aspect, due to the chemical thermal
storage medium molded body being molded from particles of
chemical thermal storage medium, as a whole there are gaps
(diffusion paths) formed between the particles (chemical
thermal storage medium), and a porous structural body is
formed having a specific overall shape. In the chemical ther-
mal storage medium molded body, since a flow channel is
formed for introducing a reactant for heat storage or heat
dissipation, or for discharging a reaction product generated
by heat storage or by heat dissipation, a movement flow
channel for these reactants or reaction products is structurally
secured. Due thereto, in the chemical thermal storage
medium molded body of the present heat exchanger heat-
utilization device, introduction of reactant through this flow
channel, diffusion of reactant and reaction product through
pores of the porous structural body, and discharge of reaction
product through the flow channel is achieved, and there is
good reactivity for heat storage and heat dissipation. How-
ever, since this flow channel is formed internally within the
chemical thermal storage medium molded body, it does not
impede the heat transfer ability of the chemical thermal stor-
age medium molded body.

In the present heat exchanger heat-utilization device, since
heat is stored in the chemical thermal storage medium molded
body, or heat of the chemical thermal storage medium molded
body is extracted, using heat exchange with the heat exchange
medium, heat exchange for heat storage and/or heat dissipa-
tion, in at least one of the heat storage reaction or the heat
dissipation reaction, can be performed by heat exchange with
the heat exchange medium that is external to the thermal
storage medium containing portion. Therefore, during reac-
tion there is no impediment to the movement of the reactant or
the reaction product due to mixing with the heat exchange
medium flowing in the thermal storage medium containing
portion, or the like. Hence, movement speed of the reactant or
reaction product is secured, and the reactivity for heat storage
or heat dissipation is even better. Furthermore, by maintain-
ing a high water vapor pressure for supply/discharge during
hydration and dehydration reactions, a high reaction rate can
be secured. Furthermore, since the chemical thermal storage
medium molded body is adhered to the partitioning body of
the heat exchange structural body, there is good heat
exchange capability between the chemical thermal storage
medium molded body and the heat exchange medium flowing
in the heat exchange medium flow channel.

In this manner, in the heat exchanger heat-utilization
device according to the above aspect, efficient heat storage
and heat dissipation can be achieved to and from the chemical
thermal storage medium.

In the above aspect, configuration may be made in which
the flow channel is formed inside the thermal storage medium
containing portion, with one fluid flow direction end opening
at the surface of the chemical thermal storage medium
molded body.
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According to the above aspect, it is a structure in which the
flow channel opens at an end of the chemical thermal storage
medium molded body, an end in the reactant or reaction
product flow direction (and the flow channel may pass there-
through), good supply of reactant and discharge of reaction
product can be performed. Furthermore, heat storage and heat
dissipation reactions are readily controlled through such reac-
tant supply and reaction product discharge.

In the above aspects, configuration may be made with the
chemical thermal storage medium molded body having plural
of the flow channels.

According to the above aspect, due to plural of the flow
channels being formed, the diffusion paths to each section of
the chemical thermal storage medium molded body increase,
and the degrees of freedom for selection of dimensions and
shape of the chemical thermal storage medium molded body
are increased.

In the above aspect, configuration may be made with
chemical thermal storage medium molded body adhered to an
inner face of the thermal storage medium containing portion
due to being fired in an inserted state in the thermal storage
medium containing portion of the heat exchanger structural
body.

According to the above aspect, the chemical thermal stor-
age medium molded body for firing is in an inserted state in
the thermal storage medium containing portion prior to firing,
and therefore the chemical thermal storage medium molded
body (an outer face thereot) closely conforms to an inner face
of'the thermal storage medium containing portion, namely, of
the partitioning body, and the adherence at these interfaces is
high. Due thereto, the heat exchange efficiency between the
chemical thermal storage medium molded body and the heat
exchange medium, through the partitioning body, is even
higher.

In the above aspect, configuration may be made with the
chemical thermal storage medium molded body configured
including a clay mineral that disperses and holds the particles
of chemical thermal storage medium.

According to the above aspect, since the chemical thermal
storage medium is dispersed and held in a porous skeleton of
clay mineral, the strength as the above porous structural body
is high, and the structure is readily stabilized and maintained
as a porous structural body. Furthermore, the adherence of the
chemical thermal storage medium molded body to the parti-
tioning body is raised.

In the above aspect, configuration may be made with a clay
mineral having a layered ribbon structure employed as the
clay mineral.

According to the above aspect, due to the clay mineral
being porous and having the fibrous state of a layered ribbon
structure with a large relative surface area, due to the fibrous
nature and plasticity thereof, the particles of chemical thermal
storage medium can be successfully organized and struc-
tured.

In the above aspect, configuration may be made with sepio-
lite or palygorskite employed as the clay mineral having a
layered ribbon structure.

According to the above aspect, since at least a portion of the
clay mineral is sepiolite or palygorskite (attapulgite) having a
layered ribbon structure, due to the fibrous nature and plas-
ticity thereof, the particles of the chemical thermal storage
medium can be successfully organized and structured.

In the above aspect, configuration may be made with ben-
tonite employed as the clay mineral.

According to the above aspect, due to bentonite being
employed, which is a clay mineral with strong binding force,
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by utilizing the binding force, the particles of chemical ther-
mal storage medium can be successfully organized and struc-
tured.

In the above aspect, configuration may be made with the
clay mineral formed as a fine fibrous state, finer than the
particle size of the chemical thermal storage medium.

According to the above aspect, due to the clay mineral
being formed as a fibrous state, having fine fiber diameters, it
is possible to organize and structure the particles of chemical
thermal storage medium using a small amount of clay min-
eral. Due thereto, the occupancy ratio of the chemical thermal
storage medium, per unit weight and unit volume in the
chemical thermal storage medium molded body, can be made
larger.

In the above aspect, configuration may be made with the
chemical thermal storage medium having fine cracks therein.

According to the above aspect, due to the large relative
surface area of the chemical thermal storage medium having
fine cracks therein, an increase reaction rate in the heat stor-
age and heat dissipation reactions is exhibited. The efficiency
of heat storage and heat dissipation can thereby be raised.

In the above aspect, configuration may be made with a
hydration reaction chemical thermal storage medium
employed as the chemical thermal storage medium, absorb-
ing heat during a dehydration reaction and dissipating heat
during a hydration reaction.

According to the above aspect, while the hydration reac-
tion chemical thermal storage medium undertakes repeated
volumetric expansion and contraction during hydration reac-
tion and dehydration (reverse-hydration) reaction, since the
chemical thermal storage medium is organized and formed
with gaps in a structure that uses a clay mineral, pulverization
of the chemical thermal storage medium can be effectively
suppressed or prevented.

In the above aspect, configuration may be made with a
hydration reaction chemical thermal storage medium
employed, oxidizing during a dehydration reaction and
hydroxylating during a hydration reaction.

According to the above aspect, while the hydration reac-
tion chemical thermal storage medium undertakes repeated
volumetric expansion and contraction during hydration reac-
tion and dehydration (reverse-hydration) reaction, since the
chemical thermal storage medium is organized and formed
with gaps in a structure that uses a clay mineral, pulverization
of the chemical thermal storage medium can be effectively
suppressed or prevented.

In the above aspect, configuration may be made with the
hydration reaction chemical thermal storage medium being
an inorganic compound.

According to the above aspect, due to an inorganic com-
pound being employed as the chemical thermal storage
medium, the material stability to heat storage and heat dissi-
pation reactions (hydration and dehydration) is high. There-
fore, a stable heat storage effect can be obtained over a long
duration.

In the above aspect, configuration may be made with the
inorganic compound being an alkali earth metal compound.

According to the above aspect, due to employing an alkali
earth metal compound (hydroxide), or in other words, due to
employing a material with low environmental impact, safety
can be readily secured, including during production, use, and
recycling. Furthermore, in the configuration in which sepio-
lite is employed as the clay mineral, since glassification is
promoted due to reaction of the hydroxide alkaline earth
metal compound and the clay mineral (in particular, the
above-described clay mineral), this contributes to an increase
in the strength of the porous structural body.
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In the above aspect, configuration may be made with the
chemical thermal storage medium molded body being formed
by mixing and kneading the particles of the hydration reac-
tion chemical thermal storage medium with sepiolite as the
clay mineral, molding into a specific shape, and firing the
resultant at a temperature of 350° C. to 500° C.

According to the above aspect, due to firing the molded
body resulting from mixing and kneading the hydration reac-
tion chemical thermal storage medium with sepiolite, the
sepiolite is sintered, configuring the porous structural body.
By firing the inorganic compound of the hydration reaction
chemical thermal storage medium at a temperature of 350° C.
to 500° C., micro-cracks occur, and the relative surface area of
the hydration reaction chemical thermal storage medium
becomes larger. This large relative surface area contributes to
raising the reaction rate in the heat storage and heat dissipa-
tion reactions, and the efficiency of heat storage and heat
dissipation can be raised in the present chemical thermal
storage medium molded body.

Furthermore, since the sintering temperature of sepiolite is
350° C. to 400° C., sintering the sepiolite progresses at the
same time as the generation of micro-cracks in the chemical
thermal storage medium. Or in other words, sintering the
sepiolite, and generation of micro-cracks in the chemical
thermal storage medium, do not have an adverse affect on
each other. The chemical thermal storage medium is dis-
persed and held in the sepiolite, and so is suppressed from
being pulverized due to the micro-cracks.

A manufacturing method of a heat exchanger heat-utiliza-
tion device according to a second aspect of the present inven-
tion comprises: a molding process that employs particles of a
chemical thermal storage medium to form a chemical thermal
storage medium molded body that has a flow channel supply-
ing a reactant or for discharging a reaction product, and has an
external shape insertable into a thermal storage medium con-
taining portion of a heat exchanger structural body; an inser-
tion process that inserts the chemical thermal storage medium
molded body formed by the molding process into the thermal
storage medium containing portion of the heat exchanger
structural body; and a firing process that fires the chemical
thermal storage medium molded body while still inserted by
the insertion process into the thermal storage medium con-
taining portion of the heat exchanger structural body.

According to the above aspect, in the molding process,
particles of a chemical thermal storage medium are formed
into shape that can be inserted into a thermal storage medium
containing portion of a heat exchange structural body, and the
chemical thermal storage medium molded body is formed
with a flow channel, then progression is made to the insertion
process. In the insertion process, the chemical thermal stor-
age medium molded body is inserted into the thermal storage
medium containing portion of the heat exchanger structural
body, and then progression is made to the firing process. In the
firing process, the chemical thermal storage medium molded
body is fired by heating the heat exchanger structural body
inserted with the chemical thermal storage medium molded
body, inserted into the thermal storage medium containing
portion at the insertion process. Due thereto, within the ther-
mal storage medium containing portion of the heat exchange
structural body, the chemical thermal storage medium
molded body is formed as a porous structural body of specific
shape (spatial shape) overall, with pores formed between
particles (of chemical thermal storage medium) and having a
flow channel. Note that, for example, the molding process and
the insertion process may be performed at the same time.

In a heat exchanger heat-utilization device manufactured in
this manner, there are gaps (diffusions paths), allowing the
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diffusion of a reactant and the like, formed between the par-
ticles (of chemical thermal storage medium) in the chemical
thermal storage medium molded body, and there is also a flow
channel formed for introducing a reactant supplied into the
chemical thermal storage medium molded body during heat
storage and heat dissipation, or for discharging a reaction
product generated by heat storage or heat dissipation. There-
fore, as well as the diffusion paths for a reactant and the like,
a movement flow channel for the above reactant and reaction
product is separately structurally secured. Due thereto, in the
chemical thermal storage medium molded body of the present
heat exchanger heat-utilization device, reactant is introduced
through the flow channel and diffuses through the pores of the
porous structural body, and discharge is achieved of the reac-
tion product that is given off and passes through the flow
channel, with good reactivity for heat storage and heat dissi-
pation. However, since this flow channel is formed internally
within the chemical thermal storage medium molded body,
the flow channel does not impede the heat transfer ability of
the chemical thermal storage medium molded body.

In the present heat exchanger heat-utilization device, since
heat is stored in the chemical thermal storage medium molded
body by heat exchange with the heat exchange medium, or
heat of the chemical thermal storage medium molded body is
extracted, heat exchange for heat storage and/or heat dissipa-
tion, in at least one of the heat storage reaction and/or the heat
dissipation reaction, can be performed by heat exchange with
the heat exchange medium that is external to the thermal
storage medium containing portion. Therefore, there is no
impediment to the movement of the reactant or the reaction
product during reaction, due to mixing with the heat exchange
medium flowing in the thermal storage medium containing
portion, or the like, and movement speed of the reactant or
reaction product is secured, and the reactivity for heat storage
or heat dissipation is even better. Furthermore, by maintain-
ing a high water vapor pressure for supply/discharge during
hydration and dehydration reactions, a high reaction rate can
be secured. Furthermore, since the chemical thermal storage
medium molded body is adhered to the partitioning body of
the heat exchange structural body, there is good heat
exchange capability between the chemical thermal storage
medium molded body and the heat exchange medium flowing
in the heat exchange medium flow channel.

Furthermore, in the manufacturing method of the present
heat exchanger heat-utilization device, due to the chemical
thermal storage medium molded body being fired in an
inserted state in the thermal storage medium containing por-
tion of the heat exchange structural body, the outer faces of
the chemical thermal storage medium molded body are
adhered to the partitioning body of the heat exchange struc-
tural body. Due thereto, the heat transfer efficiency is even
better, from the chemical thermal storage medium molded
body, through the partitioning body, to the heat exchange
medium.

In the manufacturing method of the heat exchanger heat-
utilization device as described in the above aspect, a chemical
thermal storage medium molded body can be obtained
capable of efficient heat storage and heat dissipation to and
from the chemical thermal storage medium.

In the above aspect, a method may be employed in which
the molding process uses a mixed and kneaded product, from
mixing and kneading clay mineral with the chemical thermal
storage medium at a specific proportion, to form the chemical
thermal storage medium molded body.

According to the above aspect, by mixing and kneading the
clay mineral with the chemical thermal storage medium, the
chemical thermal storage medium can be dispersed and held
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in a porous clay mineral skeleton. Thereby, the strength of the
above porous structural body can be made high, and, as a
porous structural body, a structurally stable chemical thermal
storage medium molded body, namely heat exchanger heat-
utilization device, can be obtained.

In the above aspect, the method may employ a clay mineral
having a layered ribbon structure as the clay mineral.

According to the above aspect, due to the clay mineral
being porous and forming a fibrous state with a large relative
surface area, the particles of chemical thermal storage
medium can be organized and structured by utilizing the
fibrous nature and plasticity thereof.

In the above aspect, the method may employ sepiolite or
palygorskite as the clay mineral having a layered ribbon
structure.

According to the above aspect, since sepiolite or palygor-
skite (attapulgite) having a layered ribbon structure is
employed for at least a portion of the clay mineral, by utilizing
the fibrous nature and plasticity thereof, the particles of
chemical thermal storage medium can be successtully orga-
nized and structured.

In the above aspect, the method may employ bentonite as
the clay mineral.

According to the above aspect, due to bentonite being
employed, which is a clay mineral with strong binding force,
by utilizing the binding force, the particles of chemical ther-
mal storage medium can be successfully organized and struc-
tured.

In the above aspect, in the molding process, the method
may employ the clay mineral formed as a fine fibrous state,
finer than the particle size of the chemical thermal storage
medium.

According to the above aspect, due to the clay mineral
being formed as a fibrous state, having fine fiber diameters, it
is possibleto organize and structured the particles of chemical
thermal storage medium using a small amount of clay mineral
for mixing and kneading in the molding process. Due thereto,
a chemical thermal storage medium molded body can be
obtained with a large occupancy ratio of the chemical thermal
storage medium per unit weight and per unit volume.

In the above aspect, the method may employ a hydration
reaction chemical thermal storage medium as the chemical
thermal storage medium, absorbing heat during a dehydration
reaction and dissipating heat during a hydration reaction, and
in the molding process, the chemical thermal storage medium
may be mixed and kneaded in its hydrated state with the clay
mineral.

According to the above aspect, in the molding process, due
to the mixing and kneading of the chemical thermal storage
medium in its hydrated state with the clay mineral, there is no
concern of a reaction with water occurring, as when the dehy-
drated state of the chemical thermal storage medium is used.
Therefore, water can be employed in the molding process as
a binder when mixing and kneading.

In the above aspect, the method may employ a hydration
reaction chemical thermal storage medium as the chemical
thermal storage medium, oxidizing during a dehydration
reaction and hydroxylating during a hydration reaction, and
in the molding process, the chemical thermal storage medium
may be mixed and kneaded in its hydroxide state with the clay
mineral.

According to the above aspect, in the molding process, due
to the mixing and kneading of the chemical thermal storage
medium in its hydrated state with the clay mineral, there is no
concern of a reaction with water occurring, as when the dehy-
drated state of the chemical thermal storage medium is used.
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Therefore, water can be employed in the molding process as
a binder when mixing and kneading.

In the above aspect, the method may employ an inorganic
compound as the hydration reaction chemical thermal storage
medium.

According to the above aspect, due to an inorganic com-
pound being employed as the chemical thermal storage
medium, the material stability of the produced chemical ther-
mal storage medium molded body to heat storage and heat
dissipation reactions (hydration and dehydration) is high.
Therefore, a stable heat storage effect can be obtained over a
long duration.

Inthe above aspect, the method may employ an alkali earth
metal compound as the inorganic compound.

According to the above aspect, due to employing an alkali
earth metal compound (hydroxide), safety during production
can be readily secured. Furthermore, safety is readily secured,
including during use and recycling of the product (the chemi-
cal thermal storage medium molded body). Furthermore, in
the configuration in which sepiolite is employed as the clay
mineral, since glassification is promoted due to reaction of the
hydroxide alkaline earth metal compound and the clay min-
eral (in particular, the above-described clay mineral), this
contributes to an increase in the strength of the porous struc-
tural body.

In the above aspect, in the firing process, the method may
perform firing at a temperature that makes the hydration
reaction chemical thermal storage medium be in the dehy-
drated state.

According to the above aspect, due to the hydration chemi-
cal thermal storage medium being in the dehydrated state
after firing in the firing process, the relative surface area of the
chemical thermal storage medium is readily adjusted.

In the above aspect, in the firing process, the method may
perform firing at a temperature at which fine cracks are
formed in the chemical thermal storage medium.

According to the above aspect, as a result of the firing in the
firing process, the clay mineral is structured together with the
chemical thermal storage medium (a sintered state is secured)
and, in conjunction with this, fine cracks are formed in the
chemical thermal storage medium of dehydrated state.
Thereby, the relative surface area of the chemical thermal
storage medium, in the chemical thermal storage medium
molded body formed as the porous structural body, can be
increased, contributing to raising the heat storage and heat
dissipation reaction rates. Note that the firing temperature of
the clay mineral is preferably close to the dehydration tem-
perature of the hydration reaction chemical thermal storage
medium, and as an example of such a combination, for
example, a combination of an alkali earth metal compound
(dehydration temperature of 400° C. to 450° C.) and sepiolite
(firing temperature of 350° C.) can be given.

Effect of the Invention

The heat exchanger heat-utilization device according to the
present invention as explained above, and a heat exchanger
heat-utilization device manufactured by the manufacturing
method of a heat exchanger heat-utilization device according
to the present invention, exhibit the excellent effect of being
able to perform efficient heat exchange (heat storage or heat
dissipation) with the chemical thermal storage medium.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a schematic configu-
ration of a heat exchanger heat-utilization device according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 2 is a cross-section schematically showing the inter-
nal structure of a chemical thermal storage medium molded
body according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 is a drawing showing schematic representations of
processes A to F in a manufacturing method of a chemical
thermal storage medium molded body according to the
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view schematically showing a heat
exchanger heat-utilization device according to a modified
example of an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

BEST MODE OF IMPLEMENTING THE
INVENTION

Explanation follows regarding a heat exchanger heat-utili-
zation device 10, serving as a heat exchanger heat-utilization
device according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, and regarding a manufacturing method of the
same, with reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 3.

A schematic perspective view of a schematic configuration
of the heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10 is shown in
FIG. 1. As shown in this figure, the heat exchanger heat-
utilization device 10 is equipped with a heat exchanger body
20, serving as a heat exchanger structural body, and chemical
thermal storage medium composite molded bodies 11, serv-
ing as chemical thermal storage medium molded body, pro-
vided to the heat exchanger body 20. The heat exchanger
body 20 has a shell (outer wall) 22, and partition walls 24,
serving as partitioning bodies, that partition the space inside
of the shell 22 into plural sections. Due thereto, thermal
storage medium containing portions 25 that contain the
chemical thermal storage medium composite molded bodies
11, and fluid flow channels 26, serving as heat exchange
medium flow channels through which a fluid flows, serving as
a heat exchange medium for performing heat exchange with
the chemical thermal storage medium composite molded
bodies 11, are alternately disposed inside the heat exchanger
body 20.

In the present exemplary embodiment, the thermal storage
medium containing portions 25 and the fluid flow channels 26
are each rectangular pillar shaped spaces with open ends of
planar rectangular shape having a long edge of the partition
walls 24. In the present exemplary embodiment, the heat
exchanger body 20 is configured with the thermal storage
medium containing portions 25 and the fluid flow channels 26
disposed adjacent to each other in a planar cross-section
direction, and with fluid flow channels 26 disposed at both
ends in the adjacency direction. In the present exemplary
embodiment, the heat exchanger body 20 is configured from
a metal material, such as, for example, stainless steel or alu-
minum (including aluminum alloys), or the like.

As shown in FIG. 1, the chemical thermal storage medium
composite molded body 11 is formed in a planar rectangular
pillar shape corresponding to the thermal storage medium
containing section 25 (or more precisely, a honey comb
shape, like that described below), and the chemical thermal
storage medium composite molded body 11 is accommo-
dated in the thermal storage medium containing section 25
such that the outer peripheral faces of the chemical thermal
storage medium composite molded body 11 are adhered to
(touching) the inner peripheral faces of the thermal storage
medium containing section 25. Namely, the two plane direc-
tion end faces of the chemical thermal storage medium com-
posite molded body 11 each adhere to the partition walls 24.
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FIG. 2 shows a schematic cross-section of the chemical
thermal storage medium composite molded body 11. As
shown in this figure, the chemical thermal storage medium
composite molded body 11 is formed as a body in which
plural chemical thermal storage medium particles 12, serving
as chemical thermal storage medium, are organized and struc-
tured with pores 14 formed between the plural chemical ther-
mal storage medium particles 12. Consequently, the chemical
thermal storage medium composite molded body 11 accord-
ing to the present exemplary embodiment can be thought of as
being a porous structural body (porous body), and can be
thought of as being configured with the chemical thermal
storage medium particles 12 exposed at the internal faces of
the pores 14.

In the chemical thermal storage medium composite
molded body 11, there is sepiolite 16, which is a clay mineral,
present between the plural chemical thermal storage medium
particles 12, so as to intertwine with the plural chemical
thermal storage medium particles 12. In other words, the
chemical thermal storage medium composite molded body 11
can be thought of as being a structure in which the plural
chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 are dispersed
and held in skeleton of the sepiolite 16 formed into porous
matter. Thereby, in the chemical thermal storage medium
composite molded body 11, the structure with the pores 14
formed between the plural chemical thermal storage medium
particles 12, serving as a porous structural body, is held (rein-
forced) by the sepiolite 16.

In the present exemplary embodiment, the plural chemical
thermal storage medium particles 12 are calcium hydroxide
(Ca(OH),), configured to store heat (absorb heat) during
dehydration, and dissipate heat (generate heat) during hydra-
tion (returning to calcium hydroxide). Namely, the plural
chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 are configured
such that heat storage and heat dissipation is reversibly
obtained by repetitions of the reactions shown below.

Ca(OH), €™ CaO+H,0

When the heat storage amount and heat generation amount
Q is shown combined with this equation then this becomes:

Ca(OH),+Q—>Ca0+H,0

Ca0+H,0—Ca(OH),+Q

The sepiolite 16 can be thought of as being a clay mineral
having a layered ribbon structure, or more specifically as a
clay mineral in which single chains that resemble a pyroxene,
multi-bonded into tetrahedra ribbons. The sepiolite 16 is a
hydrated magnesium silicate that can, for example, be repre-
sented as the chemical formula MggSi, ,05,(OH),.8H,0, and
sepiolite forms a fibrous body that is both porous itself and
has a large relative surface area. Note that in the present
exemplary embodiment, variant species to that shown in the
chemical formula above are also included within the sepiolite
16.

The heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10, as shown in
FIG. 1, has flow channels (paths) 15, for discharging water
vapor as a reaction product when storing heat, and for sup-
plying water vapor as a reactant when dissipating heat. The
flow channels 15 are formed so as to pass through within the
heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10 in a specific direc-
tion, and have typical dimensions that are sufficiently large
with respect to the pores 14. In the present exemplary embodi-
ment, the flow channels 15 are formed with substantially
rectangular shaped openings having, for example, a typical
size (for example, the length of the shortest side), which is a
typical dimension of the flow channels 15, that is sufficiently
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larger than the average size of the pores 14 and the average
particle size of the chemical thermal storage medium par-
ticles 12. Note that in the present exemplary embodiment, for
example, the typical dimension of the flow channels 15 is
about 1 mm, and the average particle size of the chemical
thermal storage medium particles 12 and the average size of
the pores 14 are several tens of um, respectively.

Furthermore, the chemical thermal storage medium com-
posite molded body 11 has plural of the flow channels 15. In
the present exemplary embodiment, the chemical thermal
storage medium composite molded body 11 is formed with
plural ofthe flow channels 15 into a honey comb shape (lattice
shape), as shown in FIG. 1. In the chemical thermal storage
medium composite molded body 11, the thickness of the
partition wall sections sectioning between adjacent flow
channels 15 is 8 mm or less. In the present exemplary embodi-
ment, the thickness of the partition wall sections is 4 mm or
less, or about 3 mm. Furthermore, in the heat exchanger
heat-utilization device 10, the thickness of an outer wall sec-
tions positioned between the flow channels 15 and the outer
peripheral faces (the face that is adhered to the partition wall
24)is 4 mm or less. In the present exemplary embodiment, the
thickness of the outer wall sections is 2 mm or less, or about
1.5 mm.

In the chemical thermal storage medium composite
molded body 11 as explained above, when heat is supplied to
the chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 in the
calcium hydroxide state, using this heat as reaction heat, the
chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 becomes oxi-
dized. Namely, the heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10
is configured such that the chemical thermal storage medium
particles 12 undertake a dehydration reaction to become cal-
cium oxide, while discharging water vapor through the pores
14 or directly from the flow channels 15, storing heat equiva-
lent to the above reaction heat. However, in the heat
exchanger heat-utilization device 10, when water vapor is
supplied to the chemical thermal storage medium particles
12, either directly from the flow channels 15 or through the
pores 14 (by diffusion), the chemical thermal storage medium
particles 12 dissipate heat while being hydroxylated by a
hydration reaction.

The heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10 is configured
such that, when storing heat, heat supply to the chemical
thermal storage medium composite molded bodies 11 within
the thermal storage medium containing sections 25 is per-
formed by heat exchange through the partition walls 24 with
afluid (gas) flowing through the fluid flow channels 26. In the
heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10, the heat that is
dissipated by the chemical thermal storage medium compos-
ite molded body 11 is received by the fluid (gas) flowing
through the fluid flow channels 26, by heat exchange through
the partition walls 24.

The heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10 is configured
such that the thermal storage medium containing portions 25
(the flow channels in communication therewith) for commu-
nicating with the flow channels 15 of the chemical thermal
storage medium composite molded bodies 11, are employed
to discharge water vapor as the reaction product generated
during the heat storage reaction of the chemical thermal stor-
age medium composite molded body 11, and are employed to
supply water vapor as a reactant to induce the heat dissipation
reaction in the chemical thermal storage medium composite
molded bodies 11.

Explanation follows of a manufacturing method of the heat
exchanger heat-utilization device 10.

FIG. 3 schematically shows a manufacturing method of the
heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10. In manufacturing
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the heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10, first, the chemi-
cal thermal storage medium composite molded bodies 11 are
formed (produced) by the molded body molding processes
shown as process A to process D in FIG. 3. Specifically, first,
as shown in process A, the raw materials of the chemical
thermal storage medium particles 12 and the sepiolite 16 are
prepared.

As the chemical thermal storage medium particles 12, for
example, particles may be employed with an average particle
size D=10 um (as measured by laser diffraction method, with
a Shimadzu SALD-2000A), and as the sepiolite 16, material
formed in a fibrous state may be employed, having fiber
diameters when suspended in water that are smaller than the
average particle size D of the chemical thermal storage
medium particles 12. Specifically, preferably employed is
sepiolite 16 having a strand diameter (fiber diameter) of 1 um
orless, and a length thereof (fiber length) of 200 pm or less. In
the present exemplary embodiment, Turkish sepiolite having
a strand diameter of about 0.01 um and a length of several tens
of' um is employed. Note that, for example, Spanish sepiolite
having a strand diameter of about 0.1 pm and a length of about
100 pm can be employed in place of Turkish sepiolite. Fur-
thermore, in the present exemplary embodiment, the mixing
ratio of the sepiolite 16 relative to the chemical thermal stor-
age medium particles 12 is, for example, about 5 to 10% by
weight.

Next, progression is made to the mixing process. In the
mixing process shown as process B in FIG. 3, the chemical
thermal storage medium particles 12 and the sepiolite 16,
each in respective dry states thereof, are uniformly mixed in a
mixing container 28. Next, progression is made to the mixing-
kneading process. In the mixing-kneading process shown as
process C in FIG. 3, the resultant mix of chemical thermal
storage medium particles 12 and sepiolite 16 is put into a
kneading machine 29, and, while gradually adding water as a
binder, kneading (mixing and kneading) is carried out,
thereby thickening. A mixed and kneaded product M of the
chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 and the sepio-
lite 16 is generated thereby. This mixed and kneaded product
M exhibits a clay like state, as a whole. Furthermore, in the
present exemplary embodiment, an organic binder (for
example carboxyl methyl cellulose (CMC) or the like), is
mixed in as a lubricant and binder, and kneading and mixing
performed. This organic binder is given off in a firing process
at400° C. or higher, described below, and is not residual in the
formed product. This organic binder exhibits the action of a
glue, and has the effect of raising the precision and density
when forming the structural bodies.

Next, progression is made to the molding process, shown
as process D in FIG. 3. In the molding process, the mixed and
kneaded product M of the chemical thermal storage medium
particles 12 and the sepiolite 16, which has been thickened by
the mixing-kneading process as described above, is moved
into an extrusion mold 30, and extrusion molded. The above
mixed and kneaded product M is thereby formed into a spe-
cific shape according to the extrusion mold 30, namely, it is
formed into the planner honey comb shapes corresponding to
the storage material containing sections 25 of the heat
exchanger body 20. The chemical thermal storage medium
composite molded bodies 11 are thereby formed.

Next, progression is made to the insertion process, shown
as process E in FIG. 3. In the insertion process, the chemical
thermal storage medium composite molded bodies 11 are
pressure-inserted into the storage material containing sec-
tions 25 of the heat exchanger body 20. When this is carried
out, the chemical thermal storage medium composite molded
bodies 11 that are soft prior to firing are inserted into the fluid
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flow channels 26, while conforming to the internal faces of
the storage material containing sections 25 of the heat
exchanger body 20.

Next, progression is made to the firing process, shown as
process F of FIG. 3. In the firing process, the heat exchanger
body 20 into which the chemical thermal storage medium
composite molded bodies 11 have been inserted is placed in a
kiln 32, and the chemical thermal storage medium composite
molded bodies 11 are fired at a specific temperature for a
specific duration. Due thereto, the chemical thermal storage
medium composite molded bodies 11 are hardened within the
storage material containing sections 25 of the heat exchanger
body 20, and production of the heat exchanger heat-utiliza-
tion device 10 is completed. This firing process is performed
with a firing temperature in the range of from 350° C. to 500°
C.

Since this firing temperature is the dehydration tempera-
ture of the chemical thermal storage medium particles 12,
namely of the calcium hydroxide (the dehydration tempera-
ture varies depending on the atmospheric water vapor pres-
sure, however is about 400° C. to about 450° C.) or higher, the
chemical thermal storage medium particles 12, configure the
chemical thermal storage medium composite molded bodies
11 in the calcium oxide state just after manufacture. Namely,
the chemical thermal storage medium composite molded
bodies 11, at the point of manufacture, are in a heat stored
state, capable of dissipating heat by supply of moisture (water
vapor).

Furthermore, a firing temperature in the range 0of400° C. to
500° C. in the firing process is a temperature that forms
micro-cracks in the chemical thermal storage medium par-
ticles 12, and due thereto, the plural chemical thermal storage
medium particles 12 configuring the chemical thermal stor-
age medium composite molded bodies 11, as respectively
shown in FIG. 1, have micro-cracks. The relative surface area
of the chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 is
thereby increased through the firing process.

In the heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10 here, since
the flow channels 15 are formed within the chemical thermal
storage medium composite molded body 11, both the dis-
charge paths for water vapor generated by each of the chemi-
cal thermal storage medium particles 12 of the chemical
thermal storage medium composite molded body 11 during
heat storage, and also the supply paths for water vapor
required for supply to each of the chemical thermal storage
medium particles 12 of'the chemical thermal storage medium
composite molded bodies 11 during heat dissipation, are
secured. Namely, in the heat exchanger heat-utilization
device 10, since the flow channels 15, larger than the pores 14,
are formed in the chemical thermal storage medium compos-
ite molded body 11, which is a porous structural body in
which the pores 14 are formed between the plural chemical
thermal storage medium particles 12, as well as forming a
porous structural body with a high overall fill rate of the
chemical thermal storage medium particles 12, it is also pos-
sible to discharge and supply water vapor fast through the
flow channels 15.

Therefore, in the heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10,
due to the high fill rate (high density) of the chemical thermal
storage medium particles 12, heat storage capacity per unit
volume and unit weight can be secured (raised), together with
also securing the migration speed for discharge water vapor
and supply water vapor required for heat dissipation and heat
storage. In the heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10,
since the storage material containing sections 25 for config-
uring the flow channels of the water vapor discharged from
the chemical thermal storage medium composite molded
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bodies 11 or supplied to the chemical thermal storage
medium composite molded bodies 11, are partitioned by the
fluid flow channels 26, through which a fluid flows that dis-
sipates heat to the chemical thermal storage medium compos-
ite molded bodies 11 or receives heat from the chemical
thermal storage medium composite molded bodies 11, there
is no affect to the above migration speed of the discharge
water vapor and the supply water vapor, from the fluid that
performs heat exchange with the chemical thermal storage
medium composite molded body 11. Furthermore, by main-
taining a high water vapor pressure for supply/discharge dur-
ing hydration and dehydration reactions, a high reaction rate
can be secured.

Due thereto, in the heat exchanger heat-utilization device
10, due to the receipt of heat from the fluid flowing in the fluid
flow channels 26, heat storage can be efficiently performed
while water vapor is being discharged from the storage mate-
rial containing sections 25. Furthermore, heat can be trans-
mitted to the fluid flowing in the fluid flow channels 26 by
efficient heat dissipation due to the receipt of water vapor
supplied into the storage material containing sections 25.

Furthermore, in the heat exchanger heat-utilization device
10, since the outer peripheral faces of the chemical thermal
storage medium composite molded bodies 11 are adhered to
the partition walls 24 forming the heat transmission walls
partitioning the storage material containing sections 25 from
the fluid flow channels 26, there is good heat exchange capa-
bility between the fluid flowing in the fluid flow channels 26
and the chemical thermal storage medium composite molded
body 11. Namely, in the heat exchanger heat-utilization
device 10, a high heat transfer (heat transmission) can be
realized between the fluid flowing in the fluid flow channels
26 and the chemical thermal storage medium composite
molded body 11.

For example, in a chemical heat storage reaction section
simply filled with a chemical thermal storage medium par-
ticles, while the fill rate of the chemical thermal storage
medium particles can be raised, sufficient discharge and sup-
ply of water vapor is not achieved, and the amount of heat
stored is smaller than the heat storage capacity based on the
fill rate of the chemical thermal storage medium particles.
Furthermore, in such a configuration, it is difficult to achieve
both heat storage and heat dissipation reactivity and heat
exchange capability, due to the flow channels through which
water vapor and heat exchange medium fluid body flow being
common to each other. Namely, for example, if the partial
pressure of the supplied water vapor falls due to flow of a heat
exchange medium fluid when dissipating heat, then the reac-
tivity falls, and when a circulating fluid is employed as the
heat exchange medium fluid, there is a concern that a portion
of the circulating fluid would be discharged outside the sys-
tem, together with water vapor generated during heat storage,
reducing the heat storage capability.

In contrast thereto, in the heat exchanger heat-utilization
device 10, the flow channels 15 are provided to the chemical
thermal storage medium composite molded bodies 11 as
described above, and by the storage material containing sec-
tions 25 being partitioned by the fluid flow channels 26, the
heat storage and heat dissipation reactivity is secured, and by
the storage material containing sections 25 being partitioned
by the fluid flow channels 26 and the chemical thermal stor-
age medium composite molded bodies 11 being adhered to
the partition walls 24, the heat exchange capability between
the fluid flowing in the fluid flow channels 26 and the chemi-
cal thermal storage medium composite molded bodies 11 is
secured. Namely, in the heat exchanger heat-utilization
device 10, both resolution of inadequate water vapor migra-
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tion amount (diffusion limitation), and resolution of inad-
equate heat transfer from the chemical thermal storage
medium composite molded bodies 11 to the heat exchange
medium fluid (heat transfer limitation), are achieved, hence a
raising of the heat storage capability and a raising of the
recovery (yield) of the heat that has been stored, are both
achieved.

However, in the heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10,
the storage material containing sections 25 of the heat
exchanger body 20 are inserted into the chemical thermal
storage medium composite molded bodies 11 prior to firing,
and the chemical thermal storage medium composite molded
bodies 11 are configured with the chemical thermal storage
medium composite molded bodies 11 fired in a state conform-
ing to the partition walls 24, therefore the adherence at the
interface between the chemical thermal storage medium com-
posite molded bodies 11 and the partition walls 24 is high.
However, in the heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10,
since the sepiolite 16 can be expected to be sucked in towards
the partition walls 24 by capillary force during sintering of the
chemical thermal storage medium composite molded body
11, the adherence at the interface of the chemical thermal
storage medium composite molded bodies 11 and the parti-
tion walls 24 is raised even higher. Due thereto, the heat
exchange capability (heat transfer ability) between the
chemical thermal storage medium composite molded bodies
11 and the fluid flowing in the fluid flow channels 26 is raised
still further.

Furthermore, in the heat exchanger heat-utilization device
10, there are plural of the flow channels 15 formed in the
chemical thermal storage medium composite molded bodies
11, and since the thickness of the partition wall sections
between the flow channels 15 in the chemical thermal storage
medium composite molded bodies 11 is 8 mm or less (with a
distance from the closest flow channels 15 of 4 mm or less),
and the thickness of the outer wall sections between the flow
channels 15 and the outer peripheral faces is 4 mm or less, the
diffusion path for supply of water vapor to the chemical
thermal storage medium particles 12 from the flow channels
15, and for discharge of water vapor from the chemical ther-
mal storage medium particles 12 to the flow channels 15, is
short.

Hence, in the chemical thermal storage medium composite
molded bodies 11 of comparatively large size (thickness)
configuring the heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10, the
water vapor migration amount, required for the necessary
heat storage and heat dissipation reactions for each section (of
chemical thermal storage medium particles 12), is secured. In
particular, in the present exemplary embodiment, since the
thickness ofthe partition wall sections between the flow chan-
nels 15 is 4 mm or less, and the thickness of the outer wall
sections between the flow channels 15 and the outer periph-
eral faces is 2 mm or less, an even better water vapor migra-
tion amount to that described above is secured. Furthermore,
since there are plural flow channels 15 in the chemical ther-
mal storage medium composite molded bodies 11, since the
partition wall sections between the flow channels 15 also
function as heat transfer paths within the chemical thermal
storage medium composite molded bodies 11, efficient trans-
fer of internally heat dissipated to the partition walls 24
occurs in the comparatively thick configuration as described
above.

Furthermore, in the manufacturing method of the heat
exchanger heat-utilization device 10 here, in the molded body
molding process for forming the chemical thermal storage
medium composite molded bodies 11, since the sepiolite 16,
which is porous matter having a high relative surface area, is
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mixed and kneaded in with the chemical thermal storage
medium particles 12 at a specific proportion in the mixing-
kneading process, a thickening effect is exhibited when the
sepiolite 16 is kneaded in with the chemical thermal storage
medium particles 12 and water, due to the thixotropy of the
sepiolite 16. Due thereto, the chemical thermal storage
medium composite molded bodies 11, formed with the
chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 as a base, can
be formed with a higher precision and higher density.

The chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 are
organized by utilizing the fibrous nature of the sepiolite 16
(the porous nature after crystallization), and structuring of the
chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 is accom-
plished utilizing the plasticity of the sepiolite 16. Namely, by
kneading and mixing the sepiolite 16 into the chemical ther-
mal storage medium particles 12 at a specific proportion, the
pores 14 are formed between the plural chemical thermal
storage medium particles 12 for discharging and introducing
water vapor during heat storage and heat dissipation, and the
plural chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 are real-
ized into a single structural body, of the chemical thermal
storage medium composite molded body 11, and maintained
as the chemical thermal storage medium composite molded
body 11.

Furthermore, since the chemical thermal storage medium
composite molded bodies 11 manufactured as described
above are made into bodies and structured such that the pores
14 are formed between the plural chemical thermal storage
medium particles 12, volumetric expansion and contraction
during hydration and dehydration of the chemical thermal
storage medium particles 12 can be prevented, or signifi-
cantly suppressed, from interfering with others of the chemi-
cal thermal storage medium particles 12. Therefore, pulveri-
zation caused by the volumetric expansion and contraction of
the chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 is pre-
vented, or in other words, delay to discharge and introduction
of water vapor to the chemical thermal storage medium par-
ticles 12 does not occur, and a fall off in the heat storage and
heat dissipation reactivity can be prevented, or significantly
suppressed.

Furthermore, in the chemical thermal storage medium
composite molded bodies 11, due to the absorption capability
of'the sepiolite 16, which is porous matter with a large relative
surface area, excess water vapor is sucked in to the sepiolite
16 (into the micro-pores therein). Due thereto, for example, if
a heat storage system applied with the chemical thermal stor-
age medium composite molded bodies 11 is turned off and is
in a low temperature state (when the chemical thermal storage
medium particles 12 are calcium oxide or magnesium oxide),
the chemical heat storage material particles 12 can be pre-
vented or significantly suppressed from absorbing water, and
water can be prevented or significantly suppressed from lig-
uefying in the chemical heat storage material composite
molded bodies 11.

Furthermore, in the manufacturing method of the heat
exchanger heat-utilization device 10 here, in the molded body
molding process for forming the chemical thermal storage
medium composite molded bodies 11, since the sepiolite 16 is
employed that is formed in a fine fibrous state, with fiber
diameters when suspended in water that are finer than the
average particle size D of the chemical thermal storage
medium particles 12, the chemical thermal storage medium
composite molded bodies 11 can be obtained as porous struc-
tural bodies formed with the pores 14 between the chemical
thermal storage medium particles 12 and reinforced with a
small amount of the sepiolite 16. Consequently, in the chemi-
cal thermal storage medium composite molded bodies 11, the
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amount of chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 per
unit weight, and per unit volume, can be increased. Namely,
the chemical thermal storage medium composite molded
bodies 11 can be obtained with large heat storage capacity.
However, in the chemical thermal storage medium composite
molded bodies 11, since the chemical thermal storage
medium particles 12 themselves form the main structure of
the chemical thermal storage medium composite molded
bodies 11, the heat transfer path is simple, and heat storage
efficiency and utilization of the stored heat is high.

Furthermore, in the chemical thermal storage medium
composite molded bodies 11, since the inorganic compound
of calcium hydroxide is employed for the chemical thermal
storage medium particles 12, the material stability to heat
storage and heat dissipation reactions (hydration and dehy-
dration) is high. In particular, since calcium hydroxide has a
high reversibility (nearly 100% hydration and dehydration
reaction rates), such as relative to magnesium hydroxide or
the like, a stable heat storage effect can be obtained over a
long duration. Furthermore, since calcium hydroxide has a
low sensitivity to impurities, such as relative to magnesium
hydroxide or the like, this point also contributes to long term
stable operation. Furthermore, in particular, since calcium
hydroxide, which is an alkali earth metal compound, is
employed as the chemical thermal storage medium particles
12, or in other words, since a material with a low environ-
mental impact is employed, safety, including manufacture,
use, and recycling of the chemical thermal storage medium
composite molded bodies 11, is readily secured.

Furthermore, in the manufacturing method of the heat
exchanger heat-utilization device 10 here, since particles of
calcium hydroxide, a hydroxide compound, are used to
manufacture the chemical thermal storage medium compos-
ite molded bodies 11, water can be employed as the binder in
the mixing-kneading process for kneading and thickening the
chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 and the sepio-
lite 16. The chemical thermal storage medium composite
molded bodies 11 can thereby be obtained by a simple and
cheap method. For example, if calcium oxide were to be
employed as the starting material, since calcium oxide reacts
with water, water (and aqueous liquids) could not be used as
the binder. Furthermore, for example, if calcium carbonate
were to be used as the starting material for obtaining the
chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 (calcium
hydroxide), then high temperature firing at about 950° C. to
1000° C. would be required during decarboxylation.

In contrast, in the manufacturing method of the heat
exchanger heat-utilization device 10, since the manufacturing
method of the heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10
employs calcium hydroxide as the starting material, as
described above, a thickening effect is obtained by mixing
and kneading water as a binder and sepiolite 16, raising the
moldability. Furthermore, since the firing temperature can be
lowered, degrees of freedom for materials and processes used
(including, for example, materials used for the manufacturing
equipment and the like) are increased. Furthermore, in the
chemical thermal storage medium composite molded bodies
11, since alkaline calcium hydroxide is mixed and kneaded
with the sepiolite 16, the sepiolite slightly reacts with the
alkali and is slightly converted into a glass-like substance.
Due thereto, the strength of the chemical thermal storage
medium composite molded bodies 11, which is a sintered
structural body formed by sintering the mixed and kneaded
product M of the glassified sepiolite 16 and the chemical
thermal storage medium particles 12, is raised.

However, in the manufacturing method of the heat
exchanger heat-utilization device 10, since 400° C. to 500° C.
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is employed as the firing temperature, a dehydration reaction
of the chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 can be
promoted, structuring (hardening) the chemical thermal stor-
age medium particles 12 and the sepiolite 16. Micro-cracks
are formed in the chemical thermal storage medium particles
12 due to the firing temperature of 400° C. to 500° C., and
therefore in the manufacturing method of the chemical ther-
mal storage medium composite molded bodies 11, the chemi-
cal thermal storage medium particles 12 can be organized and
structured at the same time as increasing the relative surface
area thereof.

Note that the firing temperature to generate micro-cracks in
the chemical thermal storage medium particles 12, when
formed from calcium hydroxide, is most preferably about
450° C. It has been found that when the firing temperature is
400° C. or below occurrence of micro-cracks is infrequent,
and when 500° C. or above, the chance of the chemical
thermal storage medium particles 12 breaking is increased,
and the relative surface area of the chemical thermal storage
medium particles 12 decreases due to sintering. Note that
with regard to the temperature ranges for other substances
than calcium hydroxide, for example magnesium oxide (the
product of dehydrating magnesium hydroxide), a firing tem-
perature can also be employed that induces micro-cracks.
Note that the dehydration temperature of magnesium hydrox-
ide is different depending on the atmospheric water vapor
pressure, however it is slightly lower than the dehydration
temperature of calcium hydroxide (about 350° C. t0 400° C.).

Note that while in the above exemplary embodiment an
example in which sepiolite, a clay mineral having a layered
ribbon structure, is employed as a clay mineral, the present
invention is not limited thereto, and, for example, palygors-
kite (attapulgite), which is a clay mineral having a layered
ribbon structure, may be employed, or a bentonite, which
does not belong to clay minerals having a layered ribbon
structure, may be employed. Note that, in further explanation
regarding bentonite, bentonite is a clay mineral with com-
paratively strong binding force in comparison to clay miner-
als having a layered ribbon structure, and a rigid porous
structure can be obtained, with this further contributing, for
example, to raising the bonding strength to metal walls. In the
chemical thermal storage medium composite molded bodies
11 utilizing bentonite too, a porous structural body is formed
with the pores 14 formed between the plural chemical thermal
storage medium particles 12. However, when clay minerals
having a layered ribbon structure are used, there is the advan-
tage, that there is less sintering (densification) in comparison
to bentonite. In particular, sepiolite has the advantage of
sintering at a temperature close to the dehydration tempera-
ture (the temperature for inducing micro-cracks) of the
chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 in the manner
described above, there is little reduction in relative surface
area due to sintering (the relative surface area increase due to
micro-cracks is exceeds such an amount). The clay mineral
employed in manufacturing the chemical thermal storage
medium composite molded bodies 11 may be determined in
consideration of these advantages depending, for example, on
the application and the like.

Furthermore, in the above exemplary embodiment, an
example is given in which calcium hydroxide (Ca(OH),) is
employed as ahydrated chemical thermal storage medium for
the chemical thermal storage medium particles 12, however
the present invention is not limited thereto. For example,
magnesium hydroxide (Mg(OH),), which is an alkaline earth
metal inorganic compound, may be used as the chemical
thermal storage medium particles 12. Similarly, Ba(OH), and
Ba(OH),.H,O, which are alkaline earth metal inorganic com-



US 9,074,827 B2

19

pounds, may be used as the chemical thermal storage medium
particles 12, and inorganic compounds other than alkaline
earth metal inorganic compounds, such as, for example,
LiOH.H,0, and Al,05.3H,0, or the like, may be used as the
chemical thermal storage medium particles 12. Furthermore,
in place of hydration type chemical thermal storage medium
particles 12 that store heat and dissipating heat by hydration
and dehydration reactions, chemical thermal storage medium
particles 12 may be employed that utilized another reaction.

Furthermore, in the exemplary embodiment described
above, an example is given in which the chemical thermal
storage medium composite molded bodies 11 have plural
flow channels 15, however the present invention is not limited
thereto. The heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10 may be
configured employing chemical thermal storage medium
composite molded body 11 that has a single flow channel 15,
depending on the dimensions and shape ofthe heat exchanger
heat-utilization device 10 and according to the heat transfer
(heat storage) capability required.

Further still, the flow channels formed in the chemical
thermal storage medium composite molded bodies 11 are not
limited to the flow channels 15 that pass through the chemical
thermal storage medium composite molded bodies 11 in the
water vapor flow direction, and it is possible to set one or more
of'the flow channels as the inter-particle spacing of the chemi-
cal thermal storage medium particles 12, having a flow chan-
nel cross-section that is larger than the pores 14. For example,
the chemical thermal storage medium particles 12 may be
organized and structured to form particulate shape primary
particles, and then plural of the primary particles further
organized and structured into secondary particles, the second-
ary particles formed with larger flow channels (gaps) larger
than the pores 14 in the primary particles, and the heat
exchanger heat-utilization device 10 configured employing
the secondary particles.

Furthermore, in the exemplary embodiment described
above, an example has been given where, during heat storage
and heat dissipation of the chemical thermal storage medium
composite molded bodies 11, the chemical thermal storage
medium composite molded bodies 11 perform heat exchange
to a fluid flowing in the fluid flow channels 26, however the
present invention is not limited thereto. For example, configu-
ration can be made in which a heat storage reaction is induced
in the chemical thermal storage medium composite molded
bodies 11 by a high temperature gas flowing in the thermal
storage medium containing portions 25 (flow channels 15).
Such a configuration can, for example, be applied in a con-
figuration employing heat from a heat source that is released
to the atmosphere, such as exhaust gas or the like.

Furthermore, in the exemplary embodiment described
above (FIG. 1), an example is shown with the thermal storage
medium containing portions 25 and the fluid flow channels 26
in the heat exchanger body 20 having opening directions that
are the same, in an opposing flow or parallel flow design of
heat exchanger body 20. However, for example, as shown in
FIG. 4, the heat exchanger heat-utilization device 10 may be
configured employing a cross-flow design of the heat
exchanger body 20.

The invention claimed is:

1. A heat exchanger heat-utilization device comprising:

an outer wall;

aplurality of partition walls that partition an inside portion

of'the heat exchanger heat-utilization device surrounded
by the outer wall into a plurality of thermal storage
medium containing cavities and a plurality of fluid flow
channels, wherein each of the thermal storage medium
containing cavities is disposed adjacent to a fluid flow
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channel and a fluid flow channel is disposed at both sides

of each of the thermal storage medium containing cavi-

ties in the planar cross-section direction; and

aplurality of chemical thermal storage medium composite

molded bodies that are sintered porous structural bodies

formed of chemical thermal storage medium particles

dispersed and held in a skeleton of a clay mineral,

wherein:

each of the plurality of chemical thermal storage
medium composite molded bodies is accommodated
within one of the plurality of thermal storage medium
containing cavities, and

each of the chemical thermal storage medium composite
molded bodies contains a plurality of flow channels
configured to supply a reactant to the corresponding
chemical thermal storage medium composite molded
body or to discharge a reaction product therefrom.

2. The heat exchanger heat-utilization device of claim 1,
wherein each of the plurality of flow channels contained by
each of the chemical thermal storage medium composite bod-
ies has one fluid flow direction end opening at a surface of the
corresponding chemical thermal storage medium composite
molded body.

3. The heat exchanger heat-utilization device of claim 1,
wherein the clay mineral is a clay mineral having a layered
ribbon structure.

4. The heat exchanger heat-utilization device of claim 3,
wherein the clay mineral having the layered ribbon structure
is sepiolite or palygorskite.

5. The heat exchanger heat-utilization device of claim 1,
wherein the clay mineral is bentonite.

6. The heat exchanger heat-utilization device of claim 1,
wherein the clay mineral is in a fibrous state with fibers of the
clay mineral having diameters finer than a size of the chemi-
cal thermal storage medium particles.

7. The heat exchanger heat-utilization device of claim 1,
wherein the chemical thermal storage medium molded bodies
have micro-cracks therein.

8. The heat exchanger heat-utilization device of claim 1,
wherein the chemical thermal storage medium particles are
particles of a hydration reaction chemical thermal storage
medium configured to absorb heat during a dehydration reac-
tion and dissipate heat during a hydration reaction.

9. The heat exchanger heat-utilization device of claim 1,
wherein the chemical thermal storage medium particles are
particles of a hydration reaction chemical thermal storage
medium configured to oxidize during a dehydration reaction
and hydroxylate during a hydration reaction.

10. The heat exchanger heat-utilization device of claim 9,
wherein the hydration reaction chemical thermal storage
medium is an inorganic compound.

11. The heat exchanger heat-utilization device of claim 10,
wherein the inorganic compound is an alkali earth metal
compound.

12. The heat exchanger heat-utilization device of claim 1,
wherein a content of the clay mineral relative to the chemical
thermal storage medium particles in the chemical thermal
storage medium molded bodies is about 5 to 10% by weight.

13. The heat exchanger heat-utilization device of claim 1,
wherein an external surface of each of the chemical thermal
storage medium composite molded bodies is adhered to an
inside surface of the partition wall defining the corresponding
thermal storage medium containing cavity.

14. A method of manufacturing a heat exchanger heat-
utilization device, the method comprising:

forming a plurality of chemical thermal storage medium

composite molded bodies by molding a mixed and
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kneaded product of chemical thermal storage medium
particles and a clay mineral, wherein each of the chemi-
cal thermal storage medium composite molded bodies
contains a plurality of flow channels;

inserting each of the plurality of chemical thermal storage

medium composite molded bodies into one of a plurality
of thermal storage medium containing cavities of a heat
exchanger structural body; and

sintering the plurality of chemical thermal storage medium

composite molded bodies while still inserted into the
plurality of thermal storage medium containing cavities
of the heat exchanger structural body,

wherein the heat exchanger structural body comprises:

an outer wall, and

a plurality of partition walls that partition an inside por-
tion of the heat exchanger structural body surrounded
by the outer wall into the plurality of thermal storage
medium containing cavities and a plurality of fluid
flow channels, wherein each of the thermal storage
medium containing cavities is disposed adjacent to a
fluid flow channel, and a fluid flow channel is dis-
posed at both sides of each of the thermal storage
medium containing cavities in the planar cross-sec-
tion direction.

15. The method of manufacturing a heat exchanger heat-
utilization device of claim 14, wherein the clay mineral is a
clay mineral having a layered ribbon structure.

16. The method of manufacturing a heat exchanger heat-
utilization device of claim 15, wherein the clay mineral hav-
ing a layered ribbon structure is sepiolite or palygorskite.

17. The method of manufacturing a heat exchanger heat-
utilization device of claim 14, wherein the clay mineral is
bentonite.

18. The method of manufacturing a heat exchanger heat-
utilization device of claim 14, wherein the clay mineral is in
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afibrous state with fibers of the clay mineral having diameters
finer than a size of the chemical thermal storage medium
particles.

19. The method of manufacturing a heat exchanger heat-
utilization device of claim 14, wherein the chemical thermal
storage medium particles are particles of a hydration reaction
chemical thermal storage medium that absorbs heat during a
dehydration reaction and dissipates heat during a hydration
reaction, and the particles are mixed and kneaded in a
hydrated state with the clay mineral.

20. The method of manufacturing a heat exchanger heat-
utilization device of claim 14, wherein the chemical thermal
storage medium particles are particles of a hydration reaction
chemical thermal storage medium that oxidizes during a
dehydration reaction and hydroxylates during a hydration
reaction, and the particles are mixed and kneaded in a hydrox-
ide state with the clay mineral.

21. The method of manufacturing a heat exchanger heat-
utilization device of claim 20, wherein the hydration reaction
chemical thermal storage medium is an inorganic compound.

22. The method of manufacturing a heat exchanger heat-
utilization device of claim 21, wherein the inorganic com-
pound is an alkali earth metal compound.

23. The method of manufacturing a heat exchanger heat-
utilization device of claim 20, wherein the sintering of the
plurality of chemical thermal storage medium composite
molded bodies results in the particles of the hydration reac-
tion chemical thermal storage medium being in a dehydrated
state.

24. The method of manufacturing a heat exchanger heat-
utilization device of claim 23, wherein the sintering of the
plurality of chemical thermal storage medium composite
molded bodies comprises firing at a temperature at which
micro-cracks are formed in the plurality of chemical thermal
storage medium molded bodies.
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